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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, ICRC, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET-U.S. CONSULTATIONS ON INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW 

REF: MOSCOW 614 

1 . U.S. EXPERTS WOULD FIND IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO 
MEET IN FEBRUARY ON DATES OTHER THAN 18 AND 19 AND 
WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO HOLD CONSULTATIONS IN 
MOSCOW, RATHER THAN GENEVA. U.S. EXPERTS (PROBABLY 
ABOUT FIVE PERSONS. LED BY DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISER 
ALDRICH, WHO IS HEAD OF U.S. DELEGATION TO THE CONFERENCE) 
WILL BE IN BONN FOR A MTG WITH SOME FIFTEEN COUNTRIES 
ON CIVIL DEFENSE ISSUES ON FEB 14-16. THEY HAVE 
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APPOINTMENT IN GENEVA WITH SECRETARY GENERAL OF CON- 
FERENCE AND SWISS AUTHORITIES IN LATE AFTERNOON OF 
FEB 18. FINALLY, THERE WILL BE A MTG OF SOME WESTERN 
COUNTRIES ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ISSUES IN GENEVA ON 
FEB 21-23, AND ALDRICH MUST RETURN TO WASHINGTON ON THE 
24TH. 
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2. REQUEST EMBASSY REVIEW THIS SCHEDULE WITH MFA AND 
OBVIOUS PROBLEMS IT POSES FOR VISIT TO MOSCOW. 

UNLESS IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR SOVIET EXPERTS 
TO BE IN GENEVA ON FEB 18 AND 19, WE WOULD HOPE THAT 
MFA WILL AGREE TO GENEVA VENUE FOR THOSE DATES. HOW- 
EVER. IF, AFTER REVIEW, MFA CONCLUDES THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE, 
YOU MAY AGREE TO MOSCOW VENUE FOR THOSE DATES, IN 
WHICH EVENT WE SHALL APOLOGIZE TO SWISS AND RESCHEDULE 
OUR APPOINTMENT WITH THEM. 

3. IF MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ARRANGEMENTS ARE IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR FEB 18 AND 19 DATES, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT CON- 
SULTATIONS BE HELD MARCH 16 OR 17, JUST PRIOR TO 
OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE. 

KISSINGER 
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